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LOCUS OF CONTROL N SeE FESTEEMIN
INDIAN AND WHT¥ N5 ) NTS -
a
James = Yt

Rotter (1966) identifivd thecor+ ¢t of i+ -+~ai-external control of

reinforcement (I-E) us being e o urew = vhich an individual
believes ris reinforcemsnts are wde- Y-t 2,on his own behaviors
(internality) or are coni-olled by . hevond his control. such as
fuck or chance (external ty). Resed . hav -ubsequently attempt-
ed to relate locus of control - _s=ous ersonality variables.
Externality has been correlated « 1 le-eg strength (Erikson and
Roberts, 1971 and poor personal ‘mer- Varehime and Foulds,
1971). Lombardo, Fantasia, and >+ M 1475) found that externals
exhibited less self-acceptance tia ;.. - s -hile Baldo, Harris, and

Crandall (1975) found that externals per;, med lower than internals
on psychsocial developmental “sk=. (reroll, it appears that an
external locus of control orie iow T ussociated with negative
personality characteristics wwhi = 7=renal orientation is related to
~ positive personality characterisi.

A review of I-E research refierted »  onsence of studies which
utilized children from differer emmiear tural groups as subjects.
Obviously, there is a neec o -esei.rch which examines the

relationship between locus of v anc . personality adjustment in
~ c¢hildren from different ethn. _“the purpose of the present
study was to examine the rel: between lncus of control and
self-esteem in American 1v wd  white children. Ethnic
differences in self-esteem anc - .wt-ol were also examined.
Historically, American Indie i . have been found to be more
rejected, depressed, and withe + mar white children (Bryde,
1965). Splindler and Splindles i . nithat Indians have serious
doubts about heir personal ar . whaie Berry(1969) concluded
that the Indian is plagued v args of alienation, anxiety. and
inadequacy. Similarly, Coler 166) reported that Indians tend to
view themselves as being . ~ to whites on measures of self-
concept. From these finding: .. -ms probable that Indian children

would scoce lower than wk s ¢ mcasures of self-concept or self-
esteem.

In terms of loeus control. & aw of the literature indicated that
little is known about the devt 2 2nt of this dimension of personality
in Indian children.Incomp:. 3~ JJack and white children, Battleand
Rotter (1963) foand that lov-2r-. 158 blacks were more external than

*The present study ¥as based on 2 =wr~s mprehensive review of Indian education in
‘Oklahoma. See 0% nhoma Indian Esiuci 1 Needs Assessment, Stillwater, Oklahoma:
Oklahoma State U niversity, Coliege of . -ucation. 1976.
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lower-elass white- - another 1dy, Graves (1961) found that blacks
were moreexterra! aan white and that Indians were more external

] . . .
than blacks. [~ _ener:: “evious researchers (Nowicki and
Strickland, 1973 k- ¢ fo tlocus of control becomes increasing-
v internal with a. - ans iternality relates positively to self-
concept.

In the present exper -+ 1. t was predicted that white children
would evidencs higher . -esieem scores than Indian children. A
<econd prediction wa- -t tme locus of control dimension would

cradually become =t .\ weth age for both Indian and white
children and that inaws - we..id be more externally oriented than
whites. Finally. it wes ¢, dict d -hat internalizy would be positively
related to self-esteerr - - aoth indian and white children.

Methodology .

The Sample. Subx-cts for tie present study were selected from 22
public school systerr in Oklahoma. Each of the schools had a high
enrollment of Ameriecan Indian children. An Indian student was
defined as being omnr-guarter or riore degree of Indian blood. In each
school system, an ec; .al proportion of Indian and white children were
randomly selected ' -om the fourth, eighth, and twelfth grades. The
total sample consisted. of 254 (135 Indians, 116 whites) fourt--grade
students, 290 (14 Indians, 141 whites) eighth-grade students, and 219
(111 Indians, 10& whites) twelfth-grade students,

The Instrumenrts. Self-esicem was measured by the short form of
the Coopersmith Self-Esteem Inventory (Coopersmith, 1967). The
short version of :he Cocpersmith Sclf-Esteerz Inventory (CSED
contains seven hirh esteem items (“I'm a lot of fun to be with”) and
eighteen low-estrexm items (*I often wish I were someone else”). An
individual's scor= ‘s the sum of the number of high esteem items
marked in the p.. .:ive “Like Me” direction and the number of low-
esteem items marked in the negative “Unlike Me” direction. The
higher an indivi :ual's total score on the CSEI the higher his
subjective evaluazion of himself.

Locus of control w.:s measured by the Nowicky-Strickland Locusof
Control Scale (New-icki and Strickland, 1973). The Nowicki-
Strickland Locus of ‘ontrol Scale (NSLCS) consists of 40 questions
which are answered either yes or no by placing a mark by each
question. The constrmetion of items for the NSLCS was based on
Rotter’s definition of the internal-external control of reinforcement.
Anindividual’s total s-eore is the total number of items marked in the
external direction, Th=s, the higher an individual's total score, the
more external is his lerus.of control orientation.

Collection of Data. each school the randomly selected samplesof
Indian and white chidren were administered the CSEI and the
NSLCS. The instruments were administered in group settings with
no time limits. When necessary, the questions were read out loud to the
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fourth-grade student: . “students werets | during the fall term of
the 1975-7¢ school ye, -

Results ang Discussjc

The initia] hypothe-,. of the present SLw wag concerned with
differences in self-este “etween Indiap . white children. It was
predicted that White stug,ntg would evider,.. Zigher self-esteem thap
Indian students, Ap anulysis of the CSEI scarrq for Irdjan and white
students revealed significant differcncesiu e eight) and twelfth
grades. The eighth-grade indian students(X = 13.84, SD:4._38) scored
significantly lower thap the eighth-grade Wrlte Students (X = a.17,

D=4.65)0n the CSE] (t=251 p< .Olona ore-tailed tegt), Similarly.
the twelfth-grac_ie Indian Students (X = 15.86, SD = 4.67) scoreq
significantl_v lower than the twelfth-g z o White students (X = 17.50,
SD = 4.77) on the CSE! 1t = 259, p< .01 o 4 one-tajled test), No
significant difference in se f-esteem way foun-i 4t 8rade four, I terms
of developmenta] trends, jt Seems that -jhe Present sample of
elementary Indian and whijte students ¢d not differ in their
subjective evaluations of themselves, How.ver, ip the junior and
senior high school grade levels Indian Students evidenced lower

subjective evaluations o self-esteem thap dizi white students,

by sex. From Table I jt can be seen that Indian ang white students ,
mean NSCLS Scores decreased a5 the grade leve] increased. The lower
the score on the NSCL » the more internal the individua]'s locus of
control orientation.

For Indian males, fourth-grade students vere significantl_v more
external thap eighth-grade Students (¢t = 3.38, p< .01 On a one-tajled
test) and eigh th-grade Students were signfficantly moreexterna] than
twelfth-grade students (t = 6.23, p<.01 on aone-tajled test). For white

males, fourth-grade students. Were more externg| than eignth-grade
students (t = 5,9 » P<.01 on g one-tailed test) and eighth-grade

white females, Fourth-grade Indian females Wwere more external thap
eighth-grade Indian females (t=4.72 P<.0lony one-tailed test) anc
eighth-grade Indian females were more external thap twelfth-grade
Indian females (t = 3.93, p< .01 on a one-tailed test). Finally, fourth-
grade white females were more external thap eighth-grade white
females (t = 4.22, p< .01 On a one-tajled test) and eighth-grade white
females were more external thap twelfth-grade white females (t =
3.85, p<.01ona one-tailed test), I view of these findings, jt appears
that the locus of contro] dimensjon gradually becomes more interna]
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with increment- in .ge. This developmentul trend of becoming more
internal with ws¢ -eems to be present in both Indian and white
children.

Hypothesis tw . ..s0 predicted that imd:an children would be more
‘externally orierv-4 than white chilém - This prediction was tested
formalesand f. = s at grades four eight. and twelve. The results of
the comparison. w - presented in Tatiie L it can been seen from Table
I that Indian miules seored significantly higher than white males ¢n
the NDLCS at  ade- four and eight. No difference was found at
grade twelve. ' e results imply that Indian males were more
externally oriente} than white males at grades four and eight. Table |
also shows that Tndian grirls were more externally oriented than white
girls at grades fw.~, eight, and twelve. :

A final hypotvo. 5of the presentstudy involved a proposed relation-
ship betwen |, of control and self-esteem. It was predicted that
internality would ve pusitively relatzd to self-esteem for both Indian
and white chi. iren. In other words, internals should evidence higher
subjective evi.iuations {self esicem) ~han externals. To examine the
proposed reiatienship, Pearson “roduct-Moment correlation
coefficients (11 were computed hetween the Indian and white students’
CSEI and NSLCS <cores at grades four, eight, ard twelve. Table II
shows the obtained correlation coefFicients (r). It can be seen from
Table JI that Incus of control was significantly related to self-esteem
for both Indi.n ar: white childrer This relationship was found at
grades four, eigh* zad twelve. I -hwuic w: noted thatthe NSLCS was
scored in am externa’ direction Thus, a significant negative
correlation coefi, 1en: between NSLCS and CSEI scores meant thaty
decrease in external control wa “sociated with.an inciease in'self-
esteem. The results imply that - «ernality was positively related to
self-esteens for both ~“dian and white children.

After establishing that locus of control was reliated Lo =elf-esteem in
both Indian and white children, a question arose regarding the
strength of the relationship. More specifically, did the relationship
between locus of control and self-esteem vary according to the
ethnicity of the students? To answer this question, the correlation
coefficients obtained fron: the Indian and white students’ NSL.CSand -
CSEI scores were tested for significant differences. Fisher's Z scores
- were computed from Indian and white students’ correlation
coefficients at grades four, eight, and twelve. The results of the
comparisons are presented in Table II. It can be seen from Table I
that the Fisher’s Z value was not significant for grades four and eight.
However, at grade iwelve the relationship between locus of control
and self-esteem was significantly stronger fo. indians than whites.
Thus, for twelfth-grade students, the relationship between locus of
control and self-estrem varied according to ethnicity.

tJ
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Conclusiong

Previous research (Snlinder and Splinder, 1957; Berry, 1960: and
Coleman, 1966) has indicated that Indjap children do not develop as
well as white children, in terms of personal or pPsychological
development. The present study examined the development of two
dimensions of personality, self-esteem and locus of control, in Indian
and white children. The study also attempted to identify how self-
esteem was related to locus of control in children frcm both ethnic
groups. From anp analysis of the results from the present study, it was
concluded that Indian and white childrendc not significamiy differ in
their developmental level of self-esteem until the junior high school
grades. At the ‘Jjunior high school level, the Indjan children are
significantly lower than white children In terms of self-esteem and
this difference in level of self-esteem bersists throughout the high
school grade levels. rerhaps a focus for future resear-ch should be the
Period ot transition from elementary tojunior high school. It shoyld be
noted that this transitional period correlates with the onset of
adolescence and it could be that Indjan and white children may differ
in their reactions to adolescence.

t
Indian and white childrentend to become more internalwith age. Asa
child becomes older, he apparently feels that his behavioris contrelled
more by himself than by others. This finding is consistent with
previous research (Nowicki and Stricklang, 1973). Second, whitie
children percejve themselves ag having more control over their
actions than do Indjan children. This difference was found atall three
- grade levels. The only exception to this was found at the twelfth grade
and only for males, Itseemsthat Indjan and white children dodifferin

. their locus of control oricntation and thjs difference is evident by the

time the students reach the fourth grade. Perhaps future research
should specifically identify what factors influence the developmentof
locus of contro} and determine if the contribution made by these
factors is affected by ethnicity.

A final purpese of the present study was tg determine if Jocus of
control was reiated to self-esteem in Indjan and white children. It was
concluded that internality is positively related to self-esteem for both
Indians and whites. This finding indicates that an internal locus of
control orientation js associated with good mental .iealth. It was
further concluded that the strength of this relationship betveen locys
¢f control and self-esteem is different for whites than Indians at the
- high school leve. Future research should examine the pogsibility of
developing an individual’s internal locus of control orientation. It
could be'that by increasing one’s internal locus of Control orientation
his subjective evaluation (self-esteem) of himself may show a correg-
ponding improvement,
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In summary, the present study has studied the development of two
dimensions cf personality in Indian and white children. It should be
noted that the Indian children utilized in the present study were
attending Oklahoma public schools and may not be representative of
Indian children from other states. Ethnic differences in self-esteem
and locus of coitrol orientation were found at three grade levels. The
causes of these differences was not a concern of the present study, but
was left for future researchers to identify. It was also found that
internality was positively related to social or persona! adjustment for
both Indian and white children and, more importantly, that at the
high' school level this relationship was stronger for Indians than
whites. This finding suggests that the strength of the relationship
between certain personality variables may be a function of ethnicity
or cultural background.

TABLE 1

TEST FOR DIFFERENCE BETWEERN INDIAN AND
WHITE SUBJECTS' NSLCS SCORES BY SEN

. Male Female
Category _ N X __§b 1 P N N SD t P
Fourth Grade
Indian 72 19.43 3.96 1.78 .05 63 19.55 3.69 Y 229 .05
White 55 18.11 4.31 64 17.83 4.69 .
Eighth Grade ) \
Indian 64 17.03 1.41 384 - .0 85 15.16 1.78 229 .05
Whee 62 14.90 4.68 79 1441 5.03 N
Twellth Grade '
Indian 56 11.79 4.88 1.2.4 n.s. 55 12.82 5.18 LRS 05
White 50 10.56 5.43 58 10.98 5.43
TABLE 11
PEARSON PRODUCT-MOMENT COREELATION COEFFICIENTS BETWEEN
INDIAN AND WHITE SURJECTS' CSE! AND NSLU'S SCORES
Category N r P Z P
Fourth Grade
Indian , 135 -2 .01 .62 ns.
White 119 -39 .0t
Eight) Grade
Indian 149 -6l .01 68 n.s.
White 141 ~.56 0l
Twelfth Grade
Indian 111 ~.65 .01 2.00 N5
White 103 34 01
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